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A STUDY ON THE LIGHT MINERAL IN THE SEDIMENTS OF
THE EAST CHINA SEA* '

Chen Lirong Xu Wenqiaﬁg and Shen Shunxi

(Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

The light mineral in 124 bottom-surface sediment samples from the Changjiang
(Yangtze) River and the Bast China Sea was studied. The 0.1—0.25 mm fraction was
analyzed. The light mineral was studied with staining and immersion methods.

The light mineral of the area investigated is made up of quartz, plagioclase, ortho-
clase, muscovite, chlorite, calcite, voleanic glass and glauconite. The area investigated
" may be divided into 3 mineral prdViﬁces on the basis of the light mineral composition :
1) the western mineral province of muscovite, chlorite and calcite; 2) the middle
mineral provinee of orthoclase and glauconite;' and 3) the Okinawa Trough mineral
province of voleanic glass. The results of our study show that the materials of the
modern Changjiang (Yangtze) River are transported as far east as about 122°30’E off
the mouth of -the Changjiang (Yangtze) River. When these materials are transported
south along the coast, .fhey are dispersed slowly as far east as about 123°E. :

*Contribution No. 678 from the Institute of Oceanology, Academia Sinica.’



